
 The Monarch Butterfly and Eastern Wolf 
sculptures greet you in celebration of the lives 

of Karen Hawkins and her son Robert Nimmo 

 

Status: special concern 
You will recognize me by my 
orange and black wings but I 
begin life as a caterpillar who 
loves to eat milkweed. As an 
adult butterfly I carry a toxin 
from the milkweed which makes 
me poisonous to birds. When I become a butterfly  
I rely on the nectar of flowers for food. Although  
I normally only live 4-5 weeks, if I am born in the fall 
I can live 7-8 months so that I can travel thousands of 
kilometres to central Mexico to spend the winter.    
My descendants then make the journey back to 
Southern Ontario.

Threats: Deforestation of wintering grounds;  
pesticide use.  

How you can help me? Reduce pesticide use; plant 
butterfly friendly gardens; monitor sightings.    
 

 
  

 

Status: special concern 
I can be found in central Ontario and Quebec, but 
mainly in Algonquin Park. I am smaller than the Grey 
Wolf and have some reddish brown fur around my 
muzzle and tail area. I love to eat moose, deer and 
beaver. You may hear me howling to keep in contact 
with my pack or let other packs know we are here.  
I need to have large spaces of continuous forest  
to survive.  

Threats: Deforestation; human persecution.  

How can you help me? Help to protect Ontario’s 
mature forest areas; learn more about large predators.

 
 

Status: downlisted 
I am a small songbird of eastern North America’s 
deciduous and mixed forests. I am named for the black 
hood on the males of my species. In Canada I can be 
found in the Carolinian forests of Southwestern Ontario.   
I need large areas of mature hardwood and mixed forest, 
and nest in dense shrubby clearings found in forest 
interiors. I love to eat ants, grasshoppers, caterpillars and 
beetles. Yum! In the fall I migrate to wintering grounds  
in Central America. 

Threats: Urbanization and habitat fragmentation/loss.

How can you help me? Help protect mature forests; do 
not allow domestic cats to kill wild birds; report sightings; 
do not disturb nests. 

  
  

Status: endangered 
On rainy nights in early  
spring, adult salamanders wake up and travel to quiet 
woodland ponds to breed. The adults lay eggs in pond 
vegetation. Around 20 days later, I emerge and spend my 
first few months living in the pond. Eventually I will lose 
my gills and grow to be brownish grey with blue flecks 
and about 15 cm long. Once I am old enough, I move into 
the forest to find shelter among fallen logs and survive 
on insects and worms. I am very secretive and if I am 
threatened I will try to distract you with my tail…which 
can grow back if removed.

Threats: Road mortality; forest clearance;   
pond degradation.  

How you can help me? Stay off roads and away  
from forest areas on rainy nights in the spring; protect 
vernal ponds and forest areas; leave fallen logs on  
the forest floor. 
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The Hide and Seek trail has been created for your  
enjoyment with the support of the Hawkins,  

Nimmo and Mulvale families and Stihl Canada 

Thank you to the artists involved in this project:  
Robbin Wenzoski, Nancy Wood,  

Jeff Taylor and Neil Cox

from the milkweed which makes from the milkweed which makes 

Connections
“You begin to understand that 

 you are part of all things,  
and all things are a part of you.   
You are connected to all things  

and all things are connected to you… 
seek to know how this is so.”  

Brian Rees, Crawford Lake Educator



 

Status: special concern 
If you are near a body of slow 
moving water or a wetland, 
you may be able to spot me 
slowly swimming along, covered in algae.  
I can weigh up to 16 kg and cannot fit into my shell so 
“snapping” is my only defence. I am an omnivore and 
will eat aquatic plants, fish, frogs, birds, mammals and 
even other turtles.  
My relatively long lifespan (over 70 years) is impressive 
but it takes me up to 20 years to reach reproductive 
maturity. I am sensitive to changes in temperature as 
it takes specific temperatures to develop a male or 
female egg. Effects of climate change can influence  
the temperatures of our nests and result in a larger 
amount of male or female turtles which impacts the 
survival of my species.

Threats: Road mortality (female turtles often use 
soft shoulders of roadways to bury eggs); habitat loss; 
overharvesting; climate change.  

How can you help me? Watch for turtles crossing 
roads; do not buy wild caught turtles as pets;  
do not disturb nests; restore wetlands.  
 

  

Status: special concern 
I get my name from a myth that  
I sneak into barns at night to steal 
cow’s milk. I am active at night,  
but I actually eat mice, reptiles,  
fish, amphibians and invertebrates.  
Sometimes when I am threatened I will vibrate my tail 
in the leaves but I am not a rattlesnake. I am a non-
venomous constrictor and I live in fields, farmland, and 
forest edges. I am covered in beautiful red blotches and 
I can grow to one metre in length or more. You may 
not easily find me as I am secretive and usually bask 
under a fallen log or piece of bark, rather than out in 
the open. 

Threats: Road mortality, habitat loss and human 
persecution (Milksnakes are often killed as they  
are mistaken for the endangered Massassauga 
Rattlesnake).

How you can help me? Observe snakes from a 
distance – do not pick up or harass wild snakes;  
watch for me on the roads; do not buy wild caught 
snakes for pets. 

 

 

Status: special concern 
I have small eyes and ears,  
a short tail and sharp claws  
to help me live underground. I need a mature forest 
with thick leaf litter to make my tunnels and burrows. 
I am a herbivore and like plant bulbs, stems and seeds. 
Sometimes if I am in danger I will make a high pitched 
sound. I am only 11-15 cm long.

Threats: Forest clearing for urban development; 
agriculture.    

How you can help me? Preserve mature forest areas. 

 

 

Status: endangered 
I am a small minnow (max 12 cm 
long) with a large mouth, small silver 
scales, bright red sides and yellow 
stripes. I am the only fish in Canada 
that eats by jumping out of the 
water at insects as they fly by. I live in cool, quiet streams 
with gravel beds and low hanging vegetation. I breed in 
riffles and shallow pools near Creek Chub or Common 
Shiner as they chase predators away from the nests.  
In the Halton watershed I can be found in Fourteen Mile 
Creek, Sixteen Mile Creek and Bronte Creek. 

Threats: Urbanization and storm water flow which 
can alter stream depth and flow; loss of streamside 
vegetation; erosion, siltation and runoff as result of 
agricultural practices; invasive species.  

How you can help me? Protect and restore  
streamside vegetation on your property; support 
sustainable agricultural practices.
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Status: endangered 
(Less than 30 pairs return  
annually to Canadian  
breeding grounds)

I have keen eyes, a hooked bill, and a raptorial 
notch in the bill called a tomial tooth. I hunt for insects, 
mice, snakes, frogs, and even other birds. My feet  
are not strong enough to hold my prey while I eat,  
so I impale my food on thorny shrubs and barbed wire. 
This is why I am often referred to as the “butcher bird”.     
I live in grasslands and pastures with low trees and 
shrubs. Although I was once found from Manitoba 
to the Maritimes you can now only see me return to 
breeding grounds in small pockets of Ontario.   

Threats:  Habitat loss, climate change, changing 
conditions on wintering grounds, pesticide use,  
road mortality.   

How you can help me? Support captive breeding 
programs!  In a unique partnership, Mountsberg 
Conservation Area has teamed up with the Canadian 
Wildlife Service and Wildlife Preservation Canada 
(WPC), and joined other partners and local landowners 
to help bring shrikes back from the brink. 

Ontario is home to a diverse 
collection of mammals, reptiles, 
amphibians, fish, birds, insects and 
plants. Nearly 200 of Ontario’s 
species are at risk. In particular, 
southern Ontario species including 
those of the Carolinian region and 
along the Niagara Escarpment live 
in the most heavily urbanized areas 
in Canada.  

These species need us to know  
they are here and that they need 
our help.  

The species listed on our trail 
have been designated at risk by 
COSSARO (Committee on the Status 
of Species at Risk in Ontario). 

How can you help?  
Many species at risk hide within our forest  
at Crawford Lake and throughout southern Ontario.  
We can be part of the solution. Create habitat, 
report sightings, slow down on our roads.  
Together, little actions can create  
significant change.

Report sightings to the Natural Heritage 
Information Centre 
www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/
natural-heritage-information-centre




